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the terrible weather conditions and because of stiffening
resistance from the Reds. Road conditions in the rear
of the Nationalist advance guards were terrible, and traffic
discipline was very poor. It was the first time that most
of these troops had been engaged, and they and their
officers were not as wide awake to the changes of fortune
in modern war as they might have been
Then came the series of Red counter-attacks. These
attacks were delivered by Miaja's newly reorganised
brigades, and though they did do a great deal of damage
and did put a stop to the Guadalajara offensive, they
did not score a major victory, as in the circumstances
they might have. Miaja had planned his riposte well
While with small bodies he counter-attacked the heads
of the Nationalist columns, he had managed to mass
some 15,000 men in the hills along the upper Tagus,
facing the stretch of the Aragon road between Alcolea del
Pinar and Navalpotro, thus directly menacing Nationalist
headquarters and base at Siguenza. He had been aided
in so doing by the bad weather, which deprived General
Moscardo of his eyes, the air force
It was only on the I2th, that is to say five days after the
Nationalists had started their offensive, that this body of
troops was ready to go into action. Miaja would never
have dared to send them so far north if by that time
General Moscardo had taken Guadalajara and had cut
the Cuenca road. On the contrary, he himself would
have been in full retreat. It is possible, therefore, to
estimate the immense damage done to the Nationalist
position by the bad weather and the unfortunate incidents
which had caused the offensive to be postponed from
March I when the weather was fine to March 7 when
an abnormal bad spell began.
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